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Promoting child wellbeing

09.12 Our Ethos

Policy statement 
At Acorns we believe all young children have the right to play, to be collaborators in their learning and to dream. Our business is built on the passion for the wonder and magic of early childhood. 
Our desire is to empower and ignite passion and excitement in early childhood. 
We create a culture of curiosity, awe and wonder, which is embedded at the heart of our setting. 
Before a child can explore their world confidently, they need to feel safe, secure and loved. This is always our first priority - connection. 
A child will not feel comfortable enough to play until they are supported by at least one (or several) special people. Once a child has their bucket filled with love, warmth, security, support and understanding THEN they feel free to explore, play and learn.
As we all know, play is the vehicle of learning.  We give children time, space, materials, experiences and uninterrupted, unstructured exposure to the world around them so that they will develop the skills they need to be lifelong learners. 
Play is one of the most essential ingredients in early childhood education. In play, children build relationships with peers, resolve conflicts, problem solve, explore, experiment, develop critical thinking skills, regulate behaviours, and have increased feelings of success, emotional competence and optimism. 
Children are naturally inquisitive. 
We provide learning experiences that relate to children’s own social worlds, we respond meaningfully to children’s ongoing interests and inquiries and we are then able to utilise these opportunities to help expand their vocabulary, as well as encourage the development of their CoEL.


At Acorns our ethos - ‘promoting curiosity, awe and wonder’ - is created with beautiful, aesthetically pleasing play spaces using provocations, loose parts, authentic and open-ended resources. We believe that children learn best when the environment reflects their interests and encourages child-led learning.
The adults are the facilitators and scaffolders of their learning. 
We are there to support, model and be researchers together in play.

Play is the heart of who we are. Play for children. Play for teachers. Let’s bring joy into everything we do. Play!
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